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THE ONEIDA AND TROY REVIVALS. 
(Continued from page 54.) 


This gentleman preached several times at 
Troy, and his language on two of these occa- 
sions, as given in the Brief Account, was high- 
ly characteristic. 

‘On the Sabbath evening last fall, a sermon 
was delivered in the church by Mr. Finney, in 
which, after describing the language of the re- 
deemed in heaven’as being ‘not unto us, but 
unto thy name be -the glory,” he said, “we 
should see these restorationisis come smoking 
and fuming out of hell to the gate of heaven; 
which being opened, they will say, stand away 
you old saints of God, we have paid our own 
debt, we have a better right here than you; 
and you, too, Jesus Christ, stand aside, get 
out of our way, no thanks to you our being 
here; we come here on ovr own merits.” 

‘In a sermon delivered last fall by Finney, 
after representing the extreme depravity of the 
sinner’s heart, and how hostile it was to God, 
he said, “why, sinner, [ tell you if you could. 
climb to heaven, you would hurl God from his 
throne; yes, hurl God from his throne; O yes, 
if you could but get there, you would cut God’s 
throat; yes, you would cut God’s throat. 

‘On the eighth of October last, in the after- 
noon, Mr. Finney preached from these words: | 
“Now, therefore, be ye not mockers lest your 
bands be made strong.” | After reproaching 


the members of the church for their cold pray- 
ers, which he desciibed as hypoeritical and a 
mockery to Gad, he said, “now, servants and 
children, do you go home to night, and watch 
your parents and masters, and see if they don’t 
pray the same old cold hypocritical prayer, 
over again which they have bee: praying many | 
years.” ’— Brief Account, pp. 35, 35. 

Mr, Beman was not likely to be outdone in! 
his own pulpit, in a kind of preaching so ex-, 
actly suited to his genius and temper, Ac 
cordingly we find that . 

‘On the evening of the 13th Sept. last, in a 
sermon delivered at the upper end of Fourth-; 
street, Mr. Beman declared that “he should) 
fuilow his cold professors in the pulpit, aod in 
preaching from house to house, until he had 
terretted them out, and driven them ‘rom their 
lurking places, and stripped them of their sheep 
sains, and exposed the teeth of the wolf.” ’— 
Brief Account, p. <9. 

Ang again; 

‘In another discourse, he said, “the clerk 
along River-street were laughing and sce fis 
ut God’s eternal truth; they were without brains, | 
and scarcely ever read a chapter in the Bille, | 
nd he had no doubt if they could get to heav~ 

n, they would pall God from his throne, and | 
urn it to ashes.” Then addressing convicted | 
inners, hé said “your prayers are rebellion a- 
ainst Ged, and an abomination in his sight, 
you dare do it, you would club God Aimigh- 
y out of Troy.” ’—Brief Accowul, p. 30. 


\ ‘ 


‘|the feelings and passions either of individuals 


Tne following passages are still more offen- 
sive, as they indicate not only the manner, but 
the spirit, in which this minister thought to 
perform the office of one, who should beseech 
men by the meekness and gentleness of Christ. 
It should be observed that deacon Heartt, of 
whom mention is here made, had given no oth- 
er occasion of resentment to Mr. Beman, but 
by opposing his violent measures, 

‘In a conversation held by a gentleman of 
this city with Mr. Beman, he said that ‘it was 
not strange that Dea. Heartt’s children con- 
ducted improperly; for, says he, their mother 
is an old hypocrite, and their father is not much 
better.” He further said, that “Dea. Heartt 
was reporting and circulating lies about him, 
as base and as black as were ever forged on 
the anvil of hell.” He continued; ‘if he does 
not desist, I will rip him up root and branch; I 
will expose him; and if I am not permitted to 
do it elsewhere, I will do it from the pulpit.— 
The public shall know and understand what he 
is about. I will pursue him until he is expel- 
led from God’s church.”” The gentleman then 
respectiully recommended to him the expe- 
diency of mitigating his ardor, as he was ap- 
prehensive it might ultimately destvoy the so- 
ciety. He said, that ‘‘he should not alter in 
the least; he should not retrace a single step, 
although he should see fire and faggots coming 
into his face and eyes.—He should go on as 
Ged directed him to preach, although there 
should be bat one left in the house.” 

% * % * * 


“In one of his sermons he said, *‘complaints | 
have been made of my manner of preaching, 
and it is said such kind of preaching will not 
last long. But you need not flatter yourselves 
with that; for I have but just commenced. I 
shall go.all round these pews, and shall follow 
you, until I bring you all upon your marrow- 
bones.”’ ’— Brief Account, pp. 34, 35, 


Pungent preaching, however, does not ap- 
pear to have been in so much favor with the 
instigators of these disturbances, as another 
expedient termed by them ‘ agonizing prayer,’ 
or ‘the prayer of faith,’ particularly when 
made ‘for a definite object.’ ‘The refiections 
on this subject in the Calm Review, are tem- 
perate, judicious, and edifying. 


* 


be more or less of a preceptive and didactic 
nature, and cannot be struck out as it were at 
a single heat. Brief ejaculatory exhortations 
are a species of address more within the com- 
pass of every man who feels himself moved to 
iistruct his fellow men in their religious course, 
and can be made to bear more directly upon 


or of multitudes. But it is through the medi- 
um of prayer that the devotional mind catches 
its highest inspirations, and ‘kindling as it 
zocs,” soon becomes with an enthusiastic, a 
cesigning, or an unregulated mind, both the 
sause and the effect of that eifervescence ofthe 
s \ul,whiech consumes in it- cottrse every vestige 
of veacomand reflection, and prostrates like a! 
whirlwind the fairest monuments which fall’ 


‘A sermon rust in ordinary hands, always |’ 


within its sweep. And it has accordingly been 
through the use, or rather the misuse, of this 
high and solemn exercise of the mind, that the 
character of this work and of its indiscreet a- 
gents, has been most strikingly, and in many 
instances lamentably displayed. Credulity it- 
self would scarcely credit many of the well 
known instances, both in matter and manner, 
of extravagant, and even profane and ludicrous 
perversion of this sacred exercise, which have 
occurred in the public and private ministrations 
of this sublimated school. ‘The prayer of 
faith” is the favorite term by which it has been 
characterized and distinguished, and to be able 
to attain to it, seems at once to have been the 
object of the highest aspirations, and a sure 
warrant for expecting the attainment of its 
every petition. From this unauthorised, strange 


|and novel doctrine, has naturally grown both 


the excessive vehemence, and the indiwiduality 
by which these exercises have been peculiarly 
distinguished in the course of this work, which 
are frequently alluded to with so much com- 
mendation in the history of it lately given, and 
which is called “praying for a definite object.” 
It need hardly be remarked how delicate an at- 
tempt, even in skilful and well disciplined hands, 
is such a personal application of any address to 
the Majesty of heaven and earth in behalf of 
our fellow mortals, whose characters, whose 
frailties and whose religious affections are best 
known and only known to an all-seeing Judge. 
What a perilous and hazardous attempt must it 
then be in the hands of a clumsy novice, or a 
designing agitator, heated with the fumes of 
enthusiasm, or soured with obstacles of opposi- 
tion, which at times question his infallibility or 
obstruct his progress. And it is from aspirants 
like these— 
“F yom skulls that cannot teach and will not learn,” 


that we have habitually been accustomed to 
hear villages, streets, houses, and individuals 
singled out hy name and held up to the sur- 
rounding audience as a spectacle to be operat- 
ed upon by the rough c!caver of a coarse oper- 
ator, until the unhappy subject of it was either 
driven by resentment into a passionate opposi- 
tion to the whole system, or by tear and per- 
plexity driven into the system itself, by a blind 
surrender of all] the reasoning faculties of his 
mind.’—Calm Review, pp. 14, 15. 


In a note subjoined, the writer observes fur- 
ther :— 

‘The exploded and irrational notion of the 
miraculous interposition of the Deity in an- 
swer to prayers ‘for a definite object,” ap- 
pears also to be meeting with considerable 
countenance with the high Calvinists in sume 
other parts of our country, in relation even to 
temporal blessings. ‘Thus in a late Bostoa 
Reco der, in a narrative of the life and relig- 
ious experience of a Miss Colman lately de- 
ceased, it is stated without any question of the 
fact, that “‘at the age of twelve years she was 
afflicted with a distressing disease in her throat 
which nearly caused her death. At this time 
she was the subject of extreme and distressing 
temptation. She, however, gave herself steadily 


to prayer, and her tending physicians declared, 
that the complaint left her suddenly, and ap- 
parently in answer to prayer.”’ We have 
heard it stated upon what in any other case 
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LETTER, 
Mr. Bent,—I am induced by motives truly 


represent,thatJ esus has undertakena work which 
he can never do, for ‘ the wailing of the lost, 
shall never end’! I think, if you closely ex- 
amine this subject, you will find reason to re- 


would be deemed credible authority, that such] friendly to submit a few queries and remarks, |gret that you made the statement_in question. 
was the faith of a certain good woman in the for your consideration, in regard to your late| - Again, you informed us, that hell shall under- 
north part of the county, in the prayers of the) performance at the Installation of Pheonix |go 0 change forever! Did you not know that — 


? 


Rev. Mr. N. when “‘agonizingly” brought to} 


Lodge, in Hanover. That you were not sin- 


this idea is unauthorized by the scripture; and 


bear upon bla definite object,” that they “had -eere in what you there said, I will not pretend, not only so, but directly opposed to its testimo-~ 
no doubt of the conversion of any particular nor will I call any manblame-worthy for preach-|ny? In Rev. xx. 13, 14, we read of a time, 
individual whom he should select and pray for ing his honest sentiments, though such senti-|When death and hell are to deliver up the dead 


with his utmost earnestness, lying” (as he is. 
wont to do in a recumbent posture) ‘upon his 
belly!” Is there any thing more irrational. 
than these suppositions, inthe so much ridicul-' 
ed statements, which were circulated a year or 
two since of the miraculous cures said to have’ 
been performed, both in Kurope and in this 
country, through the ministrations, masses, and 
prayers of * * Prince Hohenloe? And 
yet there is probably not a single believer in 
the first. mentioned special interpositions, who. 
would not reject at once with utter incredulity, | 
and even with horror, the belief in the bare | 
posibility of the latter, though certainly sus-. 
tained by much more plausible and imposing 
evidence of their reality.’ Calm Review, p. 16. | 


On this topic we hardly know how to pro- 
ceed. Even the abuses of prayer, the most 
affecting and sublime act of man, are not to be 
treated with levity, or spoken of contemptuous- 
ly. It must have a bad effect to connect ludi- 
crous associations with this service; and we are 
sure it cannot give more pain to any of our 
readers, than it does to us, to dwell on the er- 
rors and excesses by which it has been de- 
graded and profaned. On the other hand,were 
we to pass over in silence the disgusting and 
shocking details that follow, we should be un- 
faithful to the opportunity afforded of demon-| 
strating the legitimate results of that system, 
which would make a revival of religion to de- 
pend on exciting the passions, and not on en- 
lightening the understanding. 

‘ After Mr. Finney had got a “revival’’ well 
a going in Governieur, in St. Lawrence coun- 
ty, in 1825, he had a call and went to De Kalb, 
staid a few weeks, and returned to Governieur. 
On being asked by his friends how the “‘revi- 
val went on in De Kalb, he said, “‘they ap- 
peared cold. When the old church members 
attempted to pray, they appeared as if they 
were thinking about swapping horses.” He 
said, ‘‘our young converts in Governieur will 
pray down a kingdom, sooner than the old 
church members will pray a hen off her nest.” 
Are these, too, some of the “‘pointed arguments 
and strong language which solemnize and im- 

ress the higher as well as the lower classes”’ 
in Utica? Rey. Mr. Nash (then with Mr. 
Finney in the work,) could often be heard half 
a mile when alone in secret prayer; and so con- 
ducted his prayers, that some of their converts 
believed and contended, that he could and had 
prayed his horse from one pasture into anoth- 
er.”’—Bunker Hill Contest, p. 65. 

(To be Continued,) 
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FRANKLIN ASSOCIATION. 


The Franklin Association of Universalists will meet, 
according to adjournment, at Bernardston, Mass. on 
the 3d Wednesday of October next. The several So- 
cieties in this region are requested to send delegates. 

Jouwn Brooks, Clerk. 


A CANDID REVIEW of TEN LETTERS, coutaining reasons for 
not embracing the doctrine of Universal Salvation, hy Rev. Joel Hawes. 
Fo which are added thirteen Friendly Letters to a Candidate for the 
Ministry. By Russel Cupfeld,—Price 87 1-2 cents, 


ments may be erroneous. At that time, how- 
ever, we expected, and had a right to expect, 
a Masonic Discowrse—but yours was of a widely 
different character, being strictly seciarian.— 
You undertook, to besure, to show us the har- 
mony which exists between masonry and relig- 
ion; but our expectations were raised, only to 
be disappointed; for the work was left wholly 
unaccomplished; and every hearer could dis- 
cover that it was more your intention to spread 
the heart-withering doctrine of eternal wo, than 
to beautify masonry in their estimation. Had 
it been your object, to show the harmony 
which exists between masonry and christianity, 
you would not haye divided the sentence in 
which your text is found. See 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6, 
“For there is one God, and one Mediator be- 
tween God and men, the man Christ Jesus;”’ 
—Here you stopped—the next words are;—who 
gave hunself a ransom for aux, to be testified in 
due time.” These words were not only left 
out of your text, but out of your sernion. 

The brightest jewel in the temple of mason- 
ry in Charity—Charity as broad as creation, 
Had’ you been disposed to show the harmony 


of masonry with christianity, why did you not | 


point your hearers to the universal charity of 
“the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself aran- 
som for all;” and inform them that masonry in- 
culeated charity as broad as the Saviour’s?— 
The probable reason is, you were aware that 
this would|be going too near your favorite doc- 
trine witha destroying hand; therefore, the 
universal charity of the great Mediator, was en- 
tirely unnoticed, and instead thereof, we were 
presented with the dismal picture of endless 
pain 

After showing you this impropriety of conduct, | 


permit me (and deem it not unkind) to point | 


out some errors of sentiment in your discourse. | 
You informed us, that the wailing of the lost will 
never end. Did you prove this? Did you so, 
much as attempt to prove it? No. Br. Bent, 
in the present day, to be credited, a clergyman 
must deal in something more weighty than mere} 
assertions. What evidence, then, have you to, 
to prove that that “the wailing of the lost will, 
never end?” 'The Bible, the Christian’s guide, 
contains no such expression; such expressions | 
have long been on the lips of public teachers, | 


which are in them—and that death and hell 
are to be cast into a lake of fire. But observe— 
they are not to be cast into a lake of fire, until 
afterthey have delivered up the dead which are 
inthem. Can thistake place, and hell undergo 
nochange? InIsaiah v. 13, i4, Jehovah says; 
‘hell hath enlarged herself,” and that a multi- 
tude of his people shall descend into it. It is 
the devil’s people, which are generally suppos- 
ed to descend into hell, but here we find that 
God’s people shall descend there, and that hell 
can be enlarged. Does this prove that it is un- 
changeable? If it can be enlarged, how do 
you know that it cannot be diminished? And 
if it can be diminished, how do you know that 
it cannot be destreyed? It ts no proof that 
‘people must always remain in hell, because 
they descend into it; for David says in Psalm 
lexvi, 3, “Che pains of hell gat hold upon me.” 
And in his prayer to.God, Ps Ixxxvi, 13, he 
|says; “Great is thy mercy towards me, and 
|thou has deltvered my soul from the lowest hell.” 
| Ef one sinner can be delivered from hell, after 
its pains have got hold of him, why cannot ey- 
‘ery sinner, and hell be entirely destroyed? 
How will you maintain the unchangeableness 
‘of hell, with such testimony before you? In 
the xcriptures we read ofan unchangeable God, 
but not a word, do we there read, of an un- 
changeable hell. We there read of merey 
which is to endure forever, but not of a hell 
which is to endure forever, 

What you said about the fall, was very ex- 
ceptionable. You observed that by the fall, 
man died temporally, spiritually and eternally. 
Here, again, you were entirely destitute of evi- 
dence. Cur Maker never threatened one of 
his creatures with eternal death, and what right 
have we to say that such a death will be suffer- 
ed by any of them? If you will carefully read 
the account of the first transgression, you will 
find no‘ra word said about eternal death, nor 
will you find it mentioned in the whole sacred 
volume. God threatened our first parents with 
death; this is not denied: but had he threaten- 
ed them with death temporal, spiritual, and 
eternal, he would have threatened them with 
eternal annihilatien, for if man’s body and spir- 
it are both dead be is annihilated, and if they 
are dead ctervaliy he is eternally annihilated. 


but never on the page of revelation. In Jer. 
1.6. God says, ‘My people hath been lost. 
sheep.” You inform us, that the wailing of the | 
lost will never end, The conclusion then, is, 
God’s people will never cease to wail! Isaiah | 
says; ‘‘All we lke sheep have gone astray.’ | 


If such a death was threatened, the fact that 
Adam lived years alter his transgression, would 
prove that the threatening was not executed, 
and that the words of the serpent were correct. 
But God did not say what kind of death should 
be suffered; therefore, if Adam died in’ any 


Then, we are all lost sheep; and if your state- | sense, on the day of his trangression, the words 


ment be correct, our wailing will never end. | 
Notwithstanding the Lord hath laid on Christ 
the ihiquity of us all—nothwithstanding all that | 
Christ and God have done or can do, we must | 
wail forever, because we have been lost. It is 
all in vain that Christ came to seek and to 
save the losf—it is all in vain that his disciples 
were sent with the gospel to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel—their wailing will never 
end. In Mat. xviii. 11, Jesus says; “The son 
of man is come to save that which was lost?” You. 


of God were proved true. How can there be 


;any such thing as eternal death, when God has 


promised to swallow up death in victory? when 
Christ is to destroy death, and him that hath 
the power of death, that isthe devil? See Isa, 
xxv. 8, and’ Heb. ti. 14. In Rev. xxi. 4, we 
read, “There shall be no more death.” How 
will you reconcile your doctrine, with such evi- 
dence? St. Paul says; “As in Adam aii die, 
even so, in Christ shall all be made alive.” 
ere it is positively affirmed, that all who die 
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in Adam, shall be made alive in Christ. You 
say that some who die in Adam shall never be 
made alive in Christ. There seems to be not 
a little difference between your doctrine and the 
apostle’s. 

You said that man had lost the image of 
God. Will you refer me to the chapter and 
verse, in the Bible, where this is proved? You 
also said, that God would commune with man 
no more forever. Here you might have cited 
your authority, and referred us to the West- 
minster Assembly’s Catechism. a work which 
some divines as much value as the Mahometan 
does his Alcoran. Will not even the misera- 
ble victims of hell, have an opportunity of com- 
muning with God if he be one day there, as you 
said he would be? What divines mean by 
man’s loosing communion with God, by trans- 
gression, is very strange; for on the very day 
in which Adam transgressed, God communed 
with him: he went to him in the cool of the day, 
and each conversed with the other. God, also 
communed with Cain aiter he had stained his 
hands in the blood of his innocent brother. And 
for many ages after the fall, we have accounts 
of God’s communing both with the righteous 
and the wicked; and who is authorized to say 
that God will ever cease’to commune with his 
children? 

If by hell you meant the grave,when you said 
that God shall one day be in hell, your asser- 
tion may be justified by Ps. cxxxix. 8; but if 
by hell, you meant a place of endless misery, 
as I think you did, your statement was marked 
highly with impiety. Will you assign to God 
the work which disgraces the devil to perform? 
Will you cast God down from heaven to hell to 
aid on the prince of wickedness in his infernal 
plots against the souls of men? This seemed to 
be the business which you thought he would 


go there to do; you spake as if there would be, 
more misery in hell on account of his presence, | 


For my own part I should suppose that God’s 
presence in hell would convert it into a para- 
dise—and that hell with God, would be full as 
desirable a place as heaven without him. 

We were also informed, that man by trans- 
gression was wholly cui off from God. How 
does this agree with the testimony that God 
has made unto all people a feast of fat things? 
Has he made this feast for those who are whol- 
ly cut off ? How does this agree with the tes- 
timony of Jehovah, when te says, ‘‘all the ends 
of the earth shall see the salvation of God’? 
will those see the salvation of God who are 
wholly cut off ? 

You have made another discovery not a little 
wonderful; that God made all things out of 
nothing. How you should know what God 
made all things out of, is truly surprising. As 
all worlds and all beings were made out of 
nothing, how much of nothing, do you suppose 
it took to make the world which we inhabit ? I 
ask this question to show you the folly of the 
idea,that something can be made out of nothing. 

What had your discourse in the places I 
have noticed, to do with masonry? What has 
masonry to do with the ideas that the wailing 

. of the lost will never end—that man has de- 
praved his whole nature—that he is wholly cut 
off—that God will commune with him no more 
forever—that God will one day be in hell— 
that hell will undergo no change—aad that God 
made al] things out of nothing? | What has ma-~ 
sonry to do with all this? Just nothing at all, 
aod christianity has as little to do wath it as 
masonry has, 

After you had gone through with this, you 
talked to us of the mercy of God—and said 


that Jesus had satisfied divine justice, and that 
all that believed might be saved. How is it 
possible that those who have lost communion 
with God forever, can realize mercy and be 
saved? How can those who are wholly cut off, 
be saved? How can those whose wailings are 
never to end, be saved? Will you say that it 
is the lost, the wicked, who have lost commun- 
ion with God, who are wholly cut off, who are 
to wailforever? Very well, we are all wicked 
—we are all lost sheep; and if on that account 
we must wail forever, who will be saved? who 
{will receive God’s mercy? If your statement 
ibe correct, mercy and salvation look to me 
like vain terms. How does your testimony a- 
‘gree with what we find in Rev. xxi.3,4. ‘God 
will dwell with men, and they shall be his peo- 
; ple—he will wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
;and there shall be no mere death, neither sor- 
‘row, nor crying, veither shall there be any 
‘more pain: for the former things are passed a- 
way.’ Who will wail forever, when there is 
no more sorrow and pain? Who will suffer 
eternal death, when there isno more death? Who 
_will forever loose communion with God, be 
‘wholly cut off; if God will dwell with men, and 
, they shall be his people, and he will be their God. 
See Isa. xxv. 8. xxxv, 10. 

To close, I would observe that the quotations 
which I haye made from your discourse, may 
,not be verbatim, but the sentiment is as you 
\expressed it. Yours affectionately, B. W. 


For the Universalist Magazine. 


MINUTES ann CIRCULAR 


OF THE NEW ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS., 


The Ministers and Delegates of the Univer- 
‘salist Societies of Scituate, Duxbury and Nan- 
tucket, met agreeably to previous arrangements, 
at the house of Br. Benjamin.Whittemore in 
, Hanover, on the 4th Sept. 1827, for the pur- 
|pose of forming a New Universalist Associa- 
ition; and other ministering brethren being pre- 
sent according to invitation, all joined in pray- 
er with Br. Thomas Whittemore, and then pro- 
ceeded to organize a Council, by choosing 

Br. H. Batiou, Moderator, and 

Br. C. Garpner, Clerk, 

Received a request from the “First Univer- 
salist Church in Scituate,” to be recognized as 
being in fellowship with the churches of our 
order. 

Voted, That the above request be granted, 


Voted, That the Council adjourn to meet, 


.| Wednesday Morning, 8 o’clock. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

Met according to adjournment, and united in 
prayer with Br Paul Dean. 

After some deliberations, respecting the ex- 
pediency of forming a new Association, the 
Council adjourned to meet after public. ser- 
vices. 


First Public Service. 
Introductory Prayer—Br. T. J. Whitcomb. 
Sermon—Br. H. Ballou, 

Concluding Prayer—Br. T. Whittemore. 
Second Public Service, 
RECOGNITION OF THE CHURCH, 

Introductory Prayer—Br. C. Gardner, 

Sermon—Br. Paul Dean. 

Presentation of the fellowship of the church- 
es—Dr. H. Ballou. 

Administration of ithe Lord’s Stpper—Br. 
P. Dean. 
| Met according to adjournment, and Resolv- 
‘ed, that it is expedient to establish the coutem- 


plated Association, under the name of the ‘Old 
Colony Association of Universalists.”’ 

Voted, That the Clerk request the fellowship 
of the General Convention of Universalists for 
this Association, 

Voted, That Brs. William Morse and Ben- 
jamin Whittemore, be a Committee to draught 
a set of By-laws for this body, to be submitted 
at its next session. 

Voted, That the Clerk prepare the Minutes 
of the present meeting, and accompany them 
with a Circular Letter; and that the same be 
sent for publication in the Universalist Maga- 
zine. 

Voted, That this Association adjourn to Dux- 
bury, to meet there on the first Wednesday in 
Sept, 1828. 

MINISTERING BRETHREN PRESENT. 


Brs. J. Flagg of Dana, H. Ballou and P. Dean of Boston, H. Ballou, 
2d. of Roxbury, T. Whittemore of Cambridgeport, C. Gardner of Dux- 
bury, T. J. Whiteomb of Boston, B. Whittemore of Scituate. 


re Qe 
Ci }CULAR LETTER. 
To Believers in the final Salvation and Happiness of all mankind, 

Breruren,—-It may be gratifying to you to 
learn, that, under the smiles of a beneficent 
Providence, a new Association of Uniyversalists 
has been formed, in this part ofthe Redeemer’s 
heritage. Believing it would essentially pro- 
mote the growth of liberal sentiments, diffuse 
the doctrine of Universal Grace and Salvation, 
and awaken a spirit of inquiry and investiga- 
tion, it was thought proper and expedient, that 
the Association hereafter meet annually with 
some society belonging to it, on the first Wed- 
nesday in September. And we ean truly say, 
ifour future meetings shall be as well attend- 
ed, as interesting and as profitable, as was the 
past, our prospects are sufliciently encour- 
aging. 

It seems to us unnecessary, Brethren, to 
state the reasons circumstantially, which in- 
duced the formation of an Association, in this 
section of the country,—there cannot be a 
question, we think, as to its propriety or expe- 
diency. The increasing influence and respec- 
tability of the sect to which we- belong, the 
number of societies already formed, and the 
reasonable prospect that many more will soon 
be gathered, are among the numerous other 
reasons, which led to the measures that have 
been taken. Within a few years, societies of 
our order have sprung up in almost every di- 
rection, light and truth have spread, those that 
oppose the final and free salvation of all man- 
kind have become less numerous and less 
hostile; and we may confidently believe, if 
suitable exertions are made, that the time is 
not far distant, when the cause in which we are 
engaged shall have complete'y triumphed. We 
will not indeed assert, for we do not believe, 
that all will bear the name which distinguishes 
us from other sects; but the principles we hold 
inust continue to prevail, till they are univer- 
sally received. Vhe whole body of Christians, 
in this country particularly, have become lib- 
eral,—liberal, if not indeed in their conduct 
one towards another, at least, in sentiment.— 
What is called orthodoxy now, would have been 
pronounced -rank and. dangerous heresy, fifty 
years ago. ‘And if the human mind shall con- 
tinue to march on, inthe same manner as it has 
done, the whole christian community, filty 
years hence, we venture nothing in asserting, 
will be as liberal as the most liberal are now! 
Surely, this is a glorious prospect—an encour- 
agement to increased exertion and perseve- 
rence. ve 


We advert, Brethren, to times past, in or- 


der to show you how much may be done, and 
what astonishing revolutions may be effected, 
by spirited exertions, and the use of proper 
means. There was once a time, and not long 
since. when but here and there one 
dared to proclaim the illimitable and unchang- 
ing love of God to man—When but a few in- 
dividuals could rejoice in the hope of eternal 
life and glory-—When scarcely a ray of light 
was seen to gleam athwart the human mind. 
It is not sonow. The love and good will of 
God to all his numerous offspring, are public- 
ly and boldly preached in almost every part 
of our bighly-favored and happy country—— 
the minds of thousands have been liberat-d 
from the fear of death, from error, from un- 
reconciliation to God, and are now rejoicing 
in the glorious hope of immortality and end- 
less life—-and the Sun of Righteousness is 
darting its gladsome rays through the intellec- 
tual kingdom, in every direction. How, 
Brethren, has this glorious change been ef- 
fected ? How-—-but by the great and perse- 
vering efforts of the friends of liberal senti- 
ments, and“ of religious freedom? A few 
zealous and faithful laborers of Christ, who 
early entered his vineyard, and devoted them- 
selves to his service, under the guidance and 
direction of a merciful providence, have in- 
deed uprooted almost every plant, which was 
not planted by our heavenly Father ; and 
where once grew the briar and the thorn,— 
now grow, by the exertions they have made, 
the fig-tree and the myrtle-tree. And if we 
would have the cause still to prosper, if we 
would see the work still go on; if we would 
witness the triumph of the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Grace and Salvation, we must be up 
and doing, and manifest our devotion to the 
great concerus of truth and righteousness ; 
and then, brethren, we shall see the pleasure 
of the Lord prosper in our bands. 

Brethren, let us not vainly imagine that we 
have nothing to do. It js true, the victories 
that have been already gained over the ene- 
mies of our common cause, and over error, 
are indeed many and truly astonishing ; nev- 
ertheless, there is much left for us to do. It 
would be a sad tale to relate, in after ages, if, 
after so much has been done towards promot- 
ing the cause of liberal Christianity, we should 
now abandon it, and leave it to sink into ruin 
and oblivion. But this must inevitably be the 
case, if we do not carefully watch over it. 
Its euemies are still on the alert ; they are 
still watching every movement among us, and 
endeavoring to counteract all our plans; and 
who knows but what we may vet be defeated, 
if we do not stand firm at our posts, and bold- 
ly defend our ground? . Brethren, let us then 
be entreated to be on our guard—watch 
constantly—be not weary. of well. doing— 
maintain pure, undefiled religion---Jet our 
lights so shine before men, that they may see 
our good works, and glorify our Father which 
isip heaven. Let us faithfully perform our 
duty, act well the parts that have been as- 
sigved us, and there is no danger---we shall 


prevail ! 
} Indstian faith and fellowship 


Yas, sy Cay 


CALVIN GARDNER 


SkEEGiEmn 
THE PAST, 


The visions of the buried time come thronging 
dearer far 

Than joys the present hour can give, than 
present objects are;— 

I love to dwell among their shades, unfolding to 
my view 

The dreams-of perish’d men and years, and 

_by-gone glory too, 


For though such retrospect is sad, it is a sad- 
ness sweet, 

The forms of those whom we revere in memory 
to greet, if 

Since nothing in this changing world is con- 
stant but decay, 

And early flowers but bloom the first, to pass 
the first away! 


From the Christian Intelligencer. 


IMPORTANGE OF STUDYING THE SCRIPTURES, 


Extracts of Letters from John Q. Adanis to his Son. 


“In your letter of the 10th of January, to 
your Mother, you mentioned that you read to 
‘you Aunt a chapter in the Bible, every day. 
, This information gave me great pleasure; for 
so strong is my veneration for the Bible, so 
strong is my belief that when daily read and 
|meditated upon, it is of all books in the world, 
‘that which contributes most to make men good, 
wise and happy; that the earlier my children 
begin to read it and the more steadily they 
pursue the practice of reading it throughout 
their lives, the more lively and confident will 
be my hopes, that they will prove usetul citi- 


society, and a real blessing to their Parents. 
“T advise you my son, in whatsoever you 
read, and most of ail in reading the Bile, to 
remember, that it is for the purpose of making 
you wiser and more virtuous. I have, for my- 
self, for many years, made it a practice, to read 
through the bible once every year. I have al- 
ways endeavored to read it, with the same spirit 
and temper of mind, that [now recommend it 
to you; that is, with the intention and desire, 
that it might contribute to my advancement in 
wisdom and virtue. My desire is indeed very 
imperfectly successful; for like you and the 
apostle Paul, I find a law in my members, war- 
ring against the law of my mind. Butas I know 
it is my nature to be imperfect, so I know it is 
my duty to aim at perfection; and feeling and 
deploring my own frailties, [ can only pray Al- 
mighty God, for the aid of his spirit to strength- 
en my good desires and subdue my propensi- 
ties to evil, for it is from him that every good 


and perfect gift decendeth. 

““My custom is to read four or five chapters 
m the Bible, every morning, immediately aiter 
rising from bed. It employs me about an hour 
of my time, and. seems the most suitable man- 
ner of beginning the day. Every time I read 
the Bible I understand some passages which | 
never understood before. 

“It is essential, my son, iv order that you 
may go through life, with comfort to yourselt, 
and usefulness to your fellow creatures, that 
you should form and adopt certain rules and 
principles for the government of your conduct 
and temper. Unless there be such rules and 
principles, there will be numberless occasions, 
on which you will have no guide for your gov 
ernment but your passions. It is in the Bible 
you must learn these rules and principles. 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZIN 


zens to their country, respectable members of 


“When one of the personages in one of Te- 
rence’s Comedies, the first time uttered in the 
Theatre, the line “Homo sum et humani a me nil 
alienum puto” (I am a man and whatever con- 
cerns man concerns me,) an universal shout of 
applause burst from the whole audience, and 
we are told that in so great a multitude of Ro- 
mans and of deputies from the nations, their 
subjects and allies, there was not one individ- 
aal, but felt in his heart the power of this noble 
sentiment, Yet how feeble and defective is it 
in Comparison of the Christian commmands of 
Charity, as unfolded in the discources of Christ, 
and enlarged upon in the writings of the Apos- 
tles.—'The heart of man will always respond 
with rapture to the sentiment, when there is 
ao selfish, no unsocial passion at work, to op- 
pose it. But the command to lay it down as 
the great fundamental conduct of human life, 
ind to subdue and sacrifice all the tyrannical 
and selfish passions to preserve it, this is the pe- 
culiar and unfading glory of christianity ; this is 
a conquest over ourselves, which, without the 
aid of a merciful God, none of us can achieve; 
and which it was worthy of his special interpo- 
sition to enable us to accomplish.” 

“The principles and rules of composition de- 
rived from the Greeek and Roman schools, and 
the examples of their principal writers, have 
been so generally adopted, in modern literature, 
that the style of the scriptures, differing so es- 
sentially from them, could not be imitated, 
without great affectation. but for pathos of 
narrative; for selection of incidents, which go 
directly to the heart, for the picturesque of 
character and manners, the selection of cir- 
cumstances that mark the individuality of per- 
sons; for unanswerable cogency and closeness 
of reasoning; for irresistibie force of persua- 
|sion; no book in the world deserves to be so 
| unceasingly studied and so profoundly medita~ 
ted upon as the Holy Bible.” 


NOTICE. 


Mr. JOHN M. SPEAR, Agent for the Universalist Magazine, is 
now on a tour te the West, and will pass through the principal towns in 
the State of New-York. Our Subscribers on whom he may call, will 
please tu be in readiness to settle their accounts, Such as live at a 
distance from the Pusi-Oflice, will please leave the amount due with 
the Post Master. HENRY BOWEN. 

Boston, Sept. 1827. 


Married in this City. 


Mr. Henry Dean to Miss Matilda Smith. 

Capt. John Buckmar to Miss Mary Wyman, 

In Hanover, by Rev. B Whittemore, Mr. Elijah D, 
| Prouty to Miss Mary Stoddard, both of Hanover. Mr. 
| Job Curtis, jr. to Miss Marilla Vining of Alingtonton. In 
| West-Cambridve, Mr. Luke Agur to Miss Maria Cut- 
ter, both of West-C. : 


Died in this City. 
Frederick, son of Mr. Frederick Cambridge, aged 18 
months. 
Miss !meline Tuck, daughter of Mr. Samuel J. Tuck, 
aged 22. 
Mr. Isaac Y. Berry, aged 23. 
n, 22d inst, Mr. Edmund Hersey, aged 42. 


JUST PUBLISHED AND FOR SALE, 


A DIALGGUE between a Parent and Child, concerning the 25 4 
chapter of Maubew: For the instruction of Children and Youth. By 
Rev. T, Whiitemore.—Price, 60 ceits per dozen, and 6 1-4 cents single. 


Also, the 4th cdi-ton of the CHILDS SCRIPTYR AL CATECHISM, 
%y HH. Ballon -—P icc, 50 cents a dozen. and 6 1-4 cents siug'e. 
Also, a SERMON, delivered at the Ordination of the 
Rev. Jouw S. Fitampson, as Pastor of the First Uni- 
ersalist So. ciy in Charlestown, Mass. on Wednesday, 
uly 11, 1827. By Rev. Hosea Ballou of ibe 2d Socie- 
-y of Universalists in Boston,—Price 124 cents, 


Likewise, E -1ES OF LETTERS on the Subject 
of Divine Revelation, between Rev. Hosea Ballou and 
Rev. Abner Kneeland.—Price 87% cents, 


